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Álava Historical Territory
Álava’s strategic setting has allowed it to 
witness, and participant in, the unfolding 
of history from the times of the Roman 
empire. In the Middle Ages, Álava acquired 
an important role because of its privileged 
location at the crossroads of commercial 
routes and in the border territory between 
kingdoms. For this reason, many of the 

province’s towns treasure a valuable his-
torical heritage and also display defensive 
constructions. As a result of its strategic 
location, Álava acquired a privileged legal 
status, the fueros, which allowed it an au-
tonomy of government that is still in oper-
ation today and which has endowed it with 
the status of a Historical Territory.

Portico of polychrome stone, in the Church of 
Santa María de los Reyes in Laguardia
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San Martín de Tours Church in Gazeo

Between the Salado Valley and 
the Valderejo Natural Park, 
the Varona Tower-Mansion 
in Villanañe is an impressive 
example of the fortified buildings 
of the Middle Ages

The 12th century Monastery of 
Estíbaliz is located about 8 km from 
Vitoria. It’s considered to be one of 
the Basque Country’s most important 
Romanesque monuments from the 
Middle Ages
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Bilbao

San Sebastián

Cristóbal Balenciaga Museoa

San Juan de Gaztelugatxe Hermitage

Urdaibai Biosphere Reserve

The Top 10 Basque Country
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Vitoria

Laguardia - Rioja Alavesa

Gernika Assembly House

Bizkaia Suspension Bridge

Loiola Sanctuary

very close from Vitoria 



More information is available at:

www.turismo.euskadi.eus www.alavaturismo.eus www.vitoria-gasteiz.org/turismo


